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Movement for the Intellectually Disabled of Singapore 
800 Margaret Drive 
Singapore 149310 
 

 

NEWS RELEASE 
Embargoed till 4 August 2022, 12.30pm 

 

MINISTER CHAN CHUN SING LAUNCHED MINDS’ FLAGSHIP ASD-ID 

PROGRAMME AND SECOND MINDS RAINTREE SPECIAL STUDENT CARE 

CENTRE AT MINDS – FERNVALE GARDENS SCHOOL TO SUPPORT THE 

LEARNING NEEDS OF CHILDREN WITH ASD-ID TRAITS AND MORE FAMILIES 

OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
 

• MINDS’ ASD-ID Flagship Programme is specially designed for students who have 

Autism Spectrum Disorder with Intellectual Disabilities (ASD-ID). The Programme 

focuses on discovering the individual student’s interests, then personalized their 

learning pathways that best match their learning needs to encourage self-learning. 

• INFINITE@FGS is collaboration and co-development space as part of the ASD-

ID programme to foster collaboration and develop problem solving skill set in ASD-

ID students 

• A second MINDS Raintree Special Student Care Centre (SSCC) is set up at 

MINDS – Fernvale Gardens School to serve more caregivers with special needs 

 

Singapore, 4 August 2022 – Minister for Education Chan Chun Sing opened 

INFINITE@FGS as well as the second MINDS Raintree Special Student Care Centre 

during his visit to MINDS – Fernvale Gardens School (FGS) today. 
 

New Flagship Programme for Students who have Autism Spectrum Disorder 

with Intellectual Disabilities  
 

MINDS has announced its Autism Spectrum Disorder with Intellectual Disabilities 

(ASD-ID) flagship programme to further support and enhance the learning and 

development of students who have ASD-ID 

 

The programme seeks to build a customised curriculum with individualised pathways 

for students (aged between 7 to 18 years old) who have Autism Spectrum Disorder 

with Intellectual Disabilities, focusing on individual student’s interests and learning 

needs. The programme, building on the student’s interests, seeks to help students 

acquire habits of learning, social skills and develop critical thinking skills (such as 

decision-making, reflection, and evaluation) to better adapt to the environment and be 

more independent. The development of social-emotional and leadership 

competencies is also integrated into the programme. 
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The programme aims to encourage self-motivated learning and is designed to identify 

students’ interests and strengths early so that they can be motivated to equip 

themselves with relevant skills and be empowered to contribute to the school and the 

community.  
 

New Facilities to Support Learning and Development of Students with Special 

Needs 
 

As part of the new programme, facilities at MINDS – Fernvale Gardens School were 

also upgraded and built to support the learning and development of the students.   
 

One such facility is INFINITE@FGS, a flexible space that is designed to foster 

collaboration among the students and hone their problem-solving skills, centred 

around real-world problems.  

 

The new facility, is a flexible and configurable space, that offers an authentic 

environment yet customizable setting for students to serve each other and apply the 

skills they have acquired during their vocational education curriculum.  Students can 

learn to serve as baristas, role-playing as customers, as well as improve social skills 

(i.e., Interacting with others) as part of daily living skills. 
 

Other new facilities include a science studio with recording functions where students 

can record time-lapse videos of their experiments or monitor how a butterfly emerges 

from a cocoon. The studio is also able to produce videos and jingles or film/record 

learning resources for their peers.  This facility enables students who are interested to 

be trained and equipped with relevant skills to produce digital goods or for gainful 

employment.  
 

In addition, some of the classrooms have also been enhanced to better support 

students with ASD-ID learning needs.  Changes include having clear physical 

structures within the classroom, installing ambient lights, improving acoustics and 

using neutral colours for the walls and furniture to address the sensory needs of these 

students.  

 

The new flagship ASD-ID programme, which was piloted at FGS, will be rolled out to 

all four MINDS schools in phases, starting from January 2023. 

 

Second MINDS Raintree Special Student Care Centre to Support More Families 

of Children with Special Needs 
 
The first MINDS Raintree Special Student Care Centre (SSCC) was set up at MINDS 
– Woodlands Gardens School in 2019 to provide before-and-after school enrichment 
programmes for children with special needs.  Since its inception, the centre has 
received positive feedback from parents and the community and has seen an 
increase in demand for its services. To serve more families of children with special 
needs, MINDS opened a second SSCC at MINDS – Fernvale Gardens School. The 
SSCC adopts a holistic approach to learning that augments the school’s structured 



 

Page 3 of 4 

programme beyond the formal school time, to strengthen the acquisition of 
knowledge and essential Activities of Daily Living (ADL) skills, such as washing and 
dressing. The new centre also includes enhanced features such as the Sensory 
Room and the Play Café to support and manage the emotions and behaviour of 
students in a more relaxed environment.  
 

The provision of before- or after-school care by MINDS Raintree SSCC provides the 

much-needed respite for caregivers, offering them valuable time for self-care and to 

look after their own needs. 
 
MINDS plans to set up a SSCC at its remaining two other Special Education schools 
within the next five years to serve more families of children with special needs in 
Singapore.  

 

 

- END - 
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About the Movement for the Intellectually Disabled of Singapore (MINDS) 
 

The Movement for the Intellectually Disabled of Singapore (MINDS) has been caring 

for Persons with Intellectual Disabilities (PWIDs) and their families since 1962. 

Grounded in the belief that all PWIDs have innate abilities and talents, MINDS is 

committed to empowering them and enhancing their quality of life, while advocating 

for greater inclusivity for PWIDs as a nation. MINDS is today one of the largest 

charities in Singapore employing more than 850 staff. 
 

With the key focus to expand community-based services, improving the employability 

of PWIDS, strengthening education, and engendering inclusive community living, 

MINDS offers a holistic range of services and programmes across the PWIDs’ lifespan. 

These include schools, employment and training development centres, home-based 

care services and community-based services to cater to the physical, psychological, 

environmental and social needs of PWIDs. 
 

For more information, please visit www.minds.org.sg.  
 

 

 

 

Media Contact 
 

For media enquiries, please contact: 
 

Ho Li Yan 
Communications Manager, MINDS 
liyan.ho@minds.org.sg 
 

Isabelle Loh 
Account Manager, TEAM LEWIS 
MINDS@teamlewis.com 
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